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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense of social obli- 
gation and opportunity to study, from the Christian point of view, social 
problems and their solutions and to promote social action in the spirit 
of Jesus. The Federation stands for the complete abolition of war. 
The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the 
economic base for society and seeks to replace it with social-economic 
planning to develop a society without class or group discriminations 
and privileges. In seeking these objectives the Federation does not com- 
mit sts members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
not by violence. 
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dembers of the Methodist Federation for Social Action from 
3 the country gathered for days of rich fellowship, earnest 
ing and planning, high worship and inspiration, and renewed 
vation, July 8-10 at the beautiful Methodist Conference 
ads, Skylandia. In democratic discussion MFSA policy reso- 
as for the coming year were hammered out and adopted. 
lite challenging addresses and serious discussion the Tahoe 


pphere was one of relaxation, One unique feature was the 


mee of entire families, including children, who enjoyed super- 
1 recreational and Sunday School programs of their own while 
ts worked happily and unitedly together for more freedom, 
+, and abundance for all the world’s children. 
sr. Loyd F. Worley was reelected unanimously as MFSA 
dent; and Executive Committee reelection of the Member- 
vand Editorial Secretaries for the biennium, was confirmed. 
: officers and Executive and National Committee members 
selected for the ballot to be mailed all voting members 
mitly. 
‘etals of the 1956 Membership Meeting were left in the 
3 of the officers and Executive Committee, with the under- 
ing that the meeting might be arranged conveniently near 
at and time of next spring’s Methodist General Conference 
limneapolis. A Western Regional Meeting was voted, to be 
at Lake Tahoe about the same time as this year’s National 


v. Mark Chamberlin, the reelected Membership Secretary, 
lected also to the new post of Secretary for the West Coast. 
can work it out by September 1, he will travel intensively 
e nine-month period thereafter to build membership ‘and 
ize local chapters in the western states, similar to the effec- 
and constantly active one in Portland. An enlarged budget 

yted for this new and needed field work. Federation mem- 


bers and friends are asked to give the considerably increased finan- 
cial support necessary. 

The meeting received annual reports from the President, Mem- 
bership Secretary and Editorial Secretary, and from Mrs. Mary 
Martin representing the Portland Chapter. Addresses on the 
meeting’s disarmament and peace theme came Saturday from Mr. 
Martin Hall and from Mr. Ben Seaver of the American Friends 
Service_Committee—with Rev, E. L. Peet chairing their panel 
presentation. Services of morning worship were led by Rev. — 
Wesley Osmun and Mr. Ellis Brown. The Sunday service and 
sermon were in the hands of Prof. George H. Colliver, Planning 
Committee Chairman. 

Saturday night the delegates and their families viewed the 
Methodist civil liberties film, “Sound of A Stone,” produced by 
the Board of Social and Economic Relations. 

Special greetings and best wishes were voted to be sent to Dr. 
and Mrs. Harry Ward, Dr. Willard Uphaus, and Mrs. Francis 
J. McConnell. 


The adopted programmatic resolutions follow: 


IN DEFENSE OF LASTING PEACE 


Our search for peace has theological and Biblical basis. Peace is not 
armed armistice, nor mere lack of war, nor elimination of differences. It 
demands community between men and nations, and a just order. 


The Geneva Top-Level Meeting 


We commend Pres. Eisenhower for his forthcoming trip to Geneva with 
representatives of other major powers, to ease international tensions; and we 
commend further the position that he has taken that he goes to Geneva 
looking for solutions and with open mind, committed to the search for peace. 
(A telegram to that effect was sent the President, who had told his July 6 
news conference: ‘We are going there honestly to present our case in a 
conciliatory, in a friendly attitude, and we don’t intend to reject anything 
from mere prejudice or truculence or any lesser motive of that kind.”) 


Negotiate for a Peaceful Germany 


The Gospel of Jesus compels us to use every opportunity for negotia- 
tions in the search for peaceful settlement of international differences and 
conflicts. 

The Geneva Conference effected through negotiations an end to the 
bloody conflict in Indo-China, gave the long subjected people of Indo-China 
the opportunity to determine their own future through ballots instead of 
bullets, and gave the world its first respite of peace for many years. 

We urge our government to enter into negotiations with the other in- 
terested powers looking toward a similar settlement of the war-threatening 
division in and over Germany. We ask the government to seek a settlement 
at last in Germany through disarmament rather than rearmament, through 
abating rather than intensifying the dangerous arms race and great power 
conflict, through a Germany neutralized and pledged to peace rather than 
armed and allied for war, whether with one power bloc or the other. 

Let us seek a Germany united, democratic, and independent—within 
a framework which will hold no threat for any of its neighbors, East or 
West, and which provides for withdrawal from Germany of all foreign troops. 


Abolish War and Control its Weapons 


As followers of the Prince of Peace, we stand for complete abolition 
of war. 

To this end we call on our government to cease the manufacture and 
stock-piling of atomic and hydrogen bombs. 

We urge that the government, working through the United Nations, 
advocate untiringly universal disarmament, down to the level necessary for 
preservation of domestic order. As one first step in this gradual process, 
we ask our country and all countries involved, to withdraw from any foreign 
military bases. 

We commend the Postmaster General for ‘““The Atoms for Peace”’ postage 
stamp and for its peace-serving inscription. 

We commend the President for adding to his Cabinet a Secretary of 
Disarmament. We urge him to give the new office all needed budget and a 
more specific program of action and education. 

We call on our goverment to cease testing atomic weapons, not only 
because of the war psychology such testings create, but also because of 
possible genetic dangers to children and children’s children yet unborn. 

We urge that all atomic and bacteriological weapons be outlawed by 
international agreement, and ask all Federationists and Methodists to work 
toward that end. The Bandung Conference unanimously spoke against use 
of bacteriological weapons. We ask the United States to sign the interna- 
tional Geneva agreement not to use such weapons, long since ratified by 
every other major power. 


Build Peace Economically 


We are guilty of sin, personal and political, when we store surplus 
food in warehouses, while “the least of our brethren” hunger and _ thirst. 
We urge planned distribution of surpluses to the needy peoples of earth, 
on both sides of so-called curtains. The United Nations and member agencies 
should supervise the distribution. 

We commend the government for supporting CARE and similar volun- 
tary humanitarian agencies. But we deplore the announced policy of with- 
holding knowledge of polio vaccine from those peoples with whose govern- 
ments we do not have diplomatic relations, such as China. 


Build an Atmosphere Conducive to Peace 


We deplore the blind reliance of many of our leaders and people on 
the false god of Mars and military might as a basis for peace. 

Our Civilian Defense will be ineffective against atomic attack, but 
serves rather to instil and further war fears in the minds of children and 
adults. 

We regret passage of military reserve legislation by the House and urge 
Federation members and other Methodists and Christians to continue to 
voice their convictions to their representatives. 

We regret subordination of political decisions to military consideration, 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” 

The growth of a militarism not conductive to peace, is seen in higher 
education, in the military grants to university students for military projects 
only, and in the requirement of ROTC in land grant colleges. 


Interlingua 


We suggest study of a possible new universal language, Interlingua, 
as a means of reducing language barriers and furthering communication 
and understanding between peoples. 


Support Cultural Exchange and Reciprocal Delegations 


We salute the farmers and citizens of Iowa for their service to peace 
inherent in this summer’s farm delegations to and from the Soviet Union. 
Likewise we congratulate the American Friends Service Committee and the 
Baptists for their delegations to the U.S.S.R., and the National Council of 
Churches for seriously considering such a delegation. We again urge The 
Methodist Church to send (and receive) delegations from lands with which 
we need better understanding, such as the U.S.S.R. and China, _ 

At next year’s MFSA meeting we should try to secure persons from 
differing national, religious, racial, and economic groups, as a means of 
furthering understanding. 


Bandung Conference 


The Federation is pleased that the Asian-African peoples, who represent 
the majority of the peoples of the world, have met and spoken so forth- 
rightly at the recent Bandung Conference, 


We regret the U. S., first country born through successful revolution 
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| 
against colonialism, missed its opportunity of expressing its solidarity i 
the aspirations of the nations represented at Bandung. I 


Support and Universalize the United Nations 


The United Nations has proved its worth as a constructive means|§ 
a peaceful world, especially in its service agencies such as UNES() 
WHO, UNICEF, etc. oF - 

We support Pres. Eisenhower’s opinion that it is the world’s best 
strument now available for world order. It 

Suggestion that the United Nations be converted into alliance aga} 
Communism is a counsel of immoral stupidity and political unwisdom, iff 
is contrary to the purpose of the U.N. 

Gpmmunication amongst nations is a constant need, and the Uni! 
Nations alone provides an adequate forum. | 

Instead of limiting its function, we should encourage the effort to m6 
membership universal, and hence ensure a true parliament of mankind. jj 

We urge the U.S. to work for true representation of the governm«d 
of the world by recognizing the People’s Republic of China, as governmnjs 
and representative of the 600 million Chinese people. When practical i 
urge a plebiscite, through the U.N., to let Formosa determine its (jj 
government. 

We deplore the constant by-passing of United Nations agencies fi 
functions by our own government’s unilateral actions, such as regic) 
military alliances outside the U.N. (NATO and SEATO), and the replacen)s 
of U.N. economic efforts like UNRRA by unilateral Point 4 and oll 
economic programs outside the U.N. } 


IN DEFENSE OF RACIAL EQUALITY t 


We memorialize the 1956 General Conference of The Methodist Chuj) 
to take steps to effect immediate eradication of the segregated racial jul 
diction in The Methodist Church. | 


IN DEFENSE OF CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTI 


Abolish Unconstitutional Congressional Committees 


Our American system of government provides a separation of pow! 
executive, legislative, judicial. The Constitution of the United Sta 
through its First Amendment, specifically and unambiguously prohi 
Congress from interfering with free exercise of religion, free expression, i) 
free assembly—rights belonging without reservation to the people. The He 
Committee on Un-American Activities and the similar Senate Commit 
on Investigations and on Internal Security, have consistently violated 
American system’s separation of powers by assuming and abusing the pov 
of the judiciary. These committees have also contravened the American | 
stitution by abridging free expression, free assembly, and free exerciseli! 
religion. A tree, said Jesus, should be known by its fruits. If it brings fg 
no good fruit, but only evil fruit, the axe, taught Jesus, should be laid), 
the root of the tree. To preserve the American system of government 
Bill of Rights to which we are loyal, we call, therefore, for abolition of 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, the Senate Sub-Committee fi 
Internal Security, and the Permanent Senate Sub-Committee on Investigati‘ 


Blacklists and Democracy : 


We believe it is un-American for any branch of the government o 
itself up as an authority on what people or which organizations are 
American. The use of such lists in inquiries or in the courts is immoral, 
is a denial of a basic personal and corporate right of our citizens. S 


On the Jailing of Editor Belfrage 


‘% 

We hereby protest to the Attorney General the jailing of Natic 
Guardian Editor Cedric Belfrage as a serious threatto freedom of the D1 
We concur with the editorial from the Iowa Union~Farmer: ‘The Ii 
Union Farmer wants to be on record protesting the jailing of Ce 
Belfrage.-The real reason is his consistent anti-fascist record. Anyone % 
is for a really free press and a free world can hardly be silent on this.” 
also agree with the New York Times editorial: ‘“‘We see no excuse fc 
imprisonment of anyone—citizen or alien—except through conviction 
crime by due process of law in open court.” a 


On the Harassment of Labor Leader Bridges 


We ask the Attorney General to end the harassment and prose 
of West Coast union leader Harry Bridges, who has been acqui 
numerous previous prosecutions on the same basic charge. (Editor’s 
On July 29 in U.S. District Court in San Francisco, Judge Louis E. Goo 
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THE COMPELLING NEED FOR THE FEDERATION* 


By DR. LOYD F. WORLEY 
‘orty-eight years ago a group of Methodist leaders met in 
hington, D. C. and organized an unofficial fellowship feder- 


; some loosely organized groups for study and aetion on social ” 


s with which prophetic New Testament religion had a natural 
em. It was never expected to be an overwhelmingly popular 
ment and it never asked for official status in» the church. 
ed as Bishop McConnell put it in his last book, “The Federa- 
has always been under fire for one thing or another.” Cer- 
y the Federation was never projected for timid souls or fair- 
her Christians. : 
Vhen my attention was first attracted to the Fedération it was 
ly concerned with the rights of labor to organize and bargain 
ctively for a living wage; for humane working conditions 
a reasonable working day. The Federation however does not 
1 the credit for the constructive changes which have taken 
2 in this area. There is ample satisfaction to be found in the 
iction that largely because of Federation influence The Meth- 
Church is known for a liberal, constructive attitude. on 
] issues. The Methodist Church has had reason to be grate- 
or Federation leadership and on more than one occasion has 
so officially by General Conference action. The last such 
sion was in 1944, 
Juring the time since we last met in “annual meeting in 
ago in 1954 the hurricane of hysteria concerning alleged 
ersive activities has blown out to sea. The junior Senator 
Wisconsin is almost a candidate for the title of the fongotten 
Professor Owen Lattimore, Dr. John P. Peters, and Mr. 
' Ladejinsky have been exonerated. Harvey Matusow and 
rs have confessed a relationship with the processes of justice 
h casts a shadow upon all the efforts of investigating com- 
es, the attorney-general’s office and others to smear political 
religious liberals. Manning Johnson, the principal witness in 
Velde committee’s persecution of our own Rev. Jack Mc- 
iael has been discredited and discharged as a professional 
mer. His false testimony against Dr. Ralph Bunche was his 
ing. 
n church circles perhaps the turning point came in the mes- 
from the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
ing in Evanston, in this paragraph in its message_to the 
ches: “It is not enough that Christians should seek peace for 
selves. They must seek justice for others. Great masses of 
le in many parts of the world are hungry for bread and are 
yelled to live in conditions which mock their human worth. 
your church speak and act against such injustices? Millions 
en and women are suffering segregation and discrimination 
1e ground of race. Is your church willing to declare, as this 
nbly has declared, that this is contrary to the will of God 
to act on that declaration? Do you pray regularly for those 
suffer unjust discrimination on grounds of race, religion, or 
ical conviction?” ‘ 
he above quotation states in effective modern terms the ob- 
res of the Federation as I understand them. Granting the 
lege of academic and religious freedom for which American 
tians have always stood the MFSA challenges any and all 
ow evidence of any radical departure from these objectives. 
we must not delude ourselves into thinking the victory won. 
climate in Washington still cannot tolerate a great public 
nt like Mr. Edward Corsi. The Attorney General’s list still 
2s weight with some people even though a bitter anti-com- 
st like ex-Senator Cain, after study of the evidence has de- 
1 and exposed its misleading character. And the McCarran 
still holds a threat to the foreign-born and discourages the 
ee and even the student and professional visitor to our shores. 
ver, I presume my report should confine itself to mat- 
immediately associated with the Federation. In Novem- 
quarterly meeting of the Executive Committee was held 
at the Boston University School of Theology. TI was 
privilege of addressing students and faculty at the 
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morning chapel service. Following this there was a very fruitful 
discussion and business session. In attendance were members 
and friends from New England and New York. Brother Ted Miner 
travelled all the way from Syracuse. The afternoon session was 
largely concerned with the case of Dr. Willard Uphaus and 
Attorney General Wyman of New Hampshire. The solidarity of 
our Christian brotherhood is evident in such situations. 

In January I attended an Executive Committee meeting in 
Chicago. Consideration was given to unfinished business on 
current issues raised at the Boston meeting as well as matters of 
similar import coming into review at the later date. After this 
meeting as a member of the Northeastern Jurisdictional Board of 
Social and Economic Relations I attended an encouraging and 
profitable conference at Evanston arranged by the very capable 
and personable Executive Secretary, Rev. A. Dudley Ward. In 
this connection the MFSA again deserves commendation for the 
part played by its members in tthe establishment of the new Board, 
particularly Dr. Dillon Throckmorton. In attendance it appeared 
that at least half were well-known and active Federationists. 

In April the third quarterly meeting was held in New York. 
Members were delighted to hear the report of MFSA loyalty in 
discharging the financial obligation for attorney's fees in con- 
nection with the defense of Rev. Jack McMichael before the 
Velde committee in 1953. In connection with each of these 
meetings I personally addressed 200 notices and invitations to 
ministers within a reasonable travelling distance of the city where 
the meeting was held. They at least have reason to know of the 
continuing activity of the MFSA in spite of the news blackout 
from both church and secular press. I believe this is about all 
of the time I am justified in giving from my own church. Inci- 
dentally I am happy to report that all is quiet on the home front. 
During the last year the church which I have the honor of 
serving completed a $90,000 renovation program with all but 
$14,000 covered by cash and subscriptions. I have always main- 
tained that even conservative laymen will put up with a liberal 
minister if he does not neglect his primary responsibility. But 
of course the problem is not with conservative Christians but 
with reactionaries who would use the church as a fortress for 
their allies in defense of a dead past. If anyone is in doubt as to 
the parties to whom I am referring let me name the Methodist 
“Circuit-Riders,” and the supporters of the “Methodist Challenge.” 
It was particularly gratifying when my own New York East Con- 
ference adopted a memorial to General Conference condemming 
activities of “The Circuit-Riders” as a threat to peace and unity 
of the church. 

The Federation is operating on a minimum staff and budget. 
But is is something of an achievement to keep alive when one 
considers ithe sinister and sometimes almost demonic opposition. 


No longer do we have Episcopal leadership nor any of the “big 


names” of Methodism among our officers. Even your president, 
although regularly nominated by the proper committee of the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction for membership on the General Board 
of Social and Economic Relations was quietly screened out by the 
sifting committee of 'the jurisdictional conference. It appears to 
be kosher to have officers of the “Circuit-Riders” on the General 
Board but not of the MFSA. 

Many ministers of my generation became interested in the 
Federation because during the depression it gave forthright at- 


BISHOP LEWIS O. HARTMAN 

We are sorry to report the death on June 30 of our be- 
loved friend, Bishop Lewis O. Hartman. As MFSA Pres- 
ident he ably and courageously led and championed the 
Federation through the crucial years before his retirement, 
1944-47. He continued to support it in the years that have 
followed, as Vice-President and as member of the Executive 
and National Committees. In Bishop Hartman’s passing 
the underprivileged peoples of earth have lost a valued 
and constant champion. 


tention to some of the underlying causes of unemployment. I 
was a pastor in a factory town of New England and for several 
years spent a great deal of time collecting and distributing basic 
food-stuffs in order to help people in my own church and com- 
munity. With the New Deal, with armament industries booming 
and with hot and cold wars on every hand these community con- 
ditions of unemployment do not generally prevail. Younger 
ministers have not been forced to think what our economy might 
be under conditions of peace. In my home city of Hartford the 
aircraft industry employs over twenty-two thousand people. A 
prominent officer of that company told me if real peace came 
to our world fully three-fourths of the payroll would be cut off 
immediately. What I am trying -to say is that the economic clim- 
ate of this present day does not induce as many to seek the fellow- 
ship of the Federation for the same reasons which prevailed a 
decade or two ago. We are for peace as American Christians, 
always, but some of us wonder if our leaders have envisioned a 
continuing economic prosperity under a system so evidently de- 
pendent upon war. 


I firmly believe the Federation has a mission and a future. 
It may be different because conditions are different. The Federa- 
tion should continue in order to demonstrate that there are Meth- 
odists who do not run to cover when they are called names with- 
out justification. The Federation should continue as the growing 
edge of social concern raising issues for discussion whether they 
are regarded as “safe” or not by the majority. Industry does not 
hesitate to expend large resources in experimentation for better 
methods and products. Surely prophetic religion should not hesi- 
tate to examine and inquire conceming any and every proposal 
which promises a chance to improve the human situation. Pro- 
phetic religion can never rest while such a lorge proportion of 
God’s children are denied opportunities and comforts which the 
good earth and the energy and intelligence of man are capable 
of producing. 

The most controversial proposal of course in this century has 
been tried out in Russia and it is on this issue for which certain 
Federationists have been under criticism. In “Life” magazine the 
leading editorial for June 28, 1955 contained this statement, 
“America in 1945 was almost as pro-Russian as it was anti-Nazi.” 
It is entirely possible that some Federationists were not as alert 
to the reasons why American public opinion changed conceming 
Russia. Some of them thad reasons to be suspicious of anti-Russian 
propaganda which was forced to undergo a moratorium while 
Russian lives were being sacrificed in order to give America time 
to prepare for a counter-attack on the Nazi. Some Federationists 
were doubtless naive and some were deliberately fooled. But 
EVIDENCE IS STILL LACKING TO CONVINCE an un-preju- 
diced mind that the MFSA is or ever was a tool of Moscow. 

In some ways the continuing function of the Federation should 
be likened to a lightning rod to catch thrusts which might other- 


wise injure the effectiveness of some other organization in the 


church. One reason given by many delegates to the General Con- 


ference of 1952 for voting to establish the new Board of Social 
and Economic Relations was that it would make the MFSA un- 
necessary. Or to change the figure, the MFSA is running inter- 
ference not only for the Board of Social and Economic Relations, 


but also for the Board of World Peace, for the Department of — 


Christian Social Relations of the Woman’s Society of Christian 
Service and for some editorial writers of church school publica- 
tions. The reactionaries will tolerate middle-of-the-road people 
rather than have them turn at all to the left. Thus it must be 
conceded that the MFSA at least has a nuisance value as a natural 
enemy of pests. As long as the Federation worries the reaction- 

aries some other elements have an opportunity for constructive 


ie ‘ederation does not p 
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ssive effort. - 


held years ago before so much blood and treasure were expend 
in Korea, Indonesia and other points. The Federation has alwe 
been in the forefront on the de-segregation issue and can _ 
depended upon to keep the issue alive until it is settled rig 
The Federation has warned against the rash of “right-to-wor 
laws which if enacted become a threat to organized labor. 

Federation continues to point out how national expenditures 
past wars, present armaments and future preparation are all ¢ 
of proportion to the needs of human welfare in respect to heal 
housing, and educational facilities. These are issues which ne 
discussion and action and yet are still considered as “too hot 
handle” by some middle-of-the-road groups. 


Another need for the activity of the Federation in church | 
is in order to counteract and modify certain tendencies in thea 
Certain influential American theologians are infecting the pres 
generation“ with a pessimism concerning human nature and t 
idea of social improvement in history. In an effort to discret 
Marxism and the totalitarian state the theological “right” has ¢ 
couraged fear of all kinds of state action. In doing so they ha 
played into the hand of reactionary forces. “Christian Economic, 
a four page bi-weekly is distributed to over one hundred thousat 
Protestant clergymen. Certainly the Federation must contin 
as a partial antidote to this poison. 

The main channel for discussion of course is in the mate: 
present in our Social Question Bulletin. Here we are grateful : 
the variety, the selectivity and the factual value of the mater 
written and selected by our editorial secretary, Rev. Jack M 
Michael. Under the circumstances no one could do a m 
effective job. Some of ithe rest of us, however, ought to oi 
more in the way of material concerning situations and issues” 
which we may have access to first hand information. 


In more ways than one we owe a debt to Rev. Mark Cham 
lin for the performance of what must often seem the drab du 
of office routine. The same is true, in a less degree, of the Re 
Edward L. Peet as our treasurer. Others who deserve a 
mention in the record of the year include Miss Janice Robe 
Rev. Wayne White, Rev. Lee Ball, Rev. Paul Caton, Mr. and M 
Floyd Mulkey, Rev. Clarence Nelson, Rev. Roy Pfaff, Dr. Geor 
Colliver and others. We miss and doubtless need a full-tir 
executive secretary but surely no one who knows the facts ce 


now charge the Federation with being dominated by any : 


person. In the changing situation the MFSA has demonstrate 
ability to adjust, to survive and to serve. It will continue v 
God’s help, as an unofficial organization to study and prom 
social action in the spirit of Jesus. > 
My closing word is in appreciation of the intellectual 
spiritual leadership of Dr. Harry F. Ward. At a recent ga 
in New York which many Federationists helped to pro 
Doctor Ward was honored on his 82nd birthday. He, 
not entirely alone, survives from the group which founde 
Federation in.1907. We hope and pray that he may be 
two years hence when we celebrate our Golden Anniv 
Social Service and Social Action in the Name of the | 
of Nazareth. = 
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dismissed the government’s case against 
yielding to extra-judicial clamor wou 
of the witnesses in this case as 1 


